
better. I could not imagine 

my life without this 

program.  

 

Coming to Friendly House 

LA has enriched my life by 

watching God perform 

miracles as women come 

here to get sober and 

continue to do so.ò 

 

              ~ Peggy Albrecht 

  

ñIt is our mission to continue to provide an environment in which women can 

recover from the devastation  of drug and alcohol addiction.ò 

 Happy Birthday Friendly House LA! 60Years!  

 Former Resident Now Assistant Executive 

Upcoming Events 

Friendly House LA Supporter 

William Shatner to MC  Annual 

Hollywood Charity Horseshow  

 

Our great friend and supporter 

William Shatner will once again 

be Master of 

Ceremonies 

at his annual 

event on 

S a t u r d a y 

April 30th,  

at the L.A. 

E q u e s t r i a n 

Center located on Riverside Drive 

Friendly House LA, established in 

1951, was the first home in the 

Uni ted States for women 

recovering from alcohol and drug 

addiction.  It was and is a model 

for recovery homes in the United 

States and Europe.  Friendly House 

LA has provided services for 

thousands of women with a success 

rate of over 76%, compared to the 

hospital average of 35%. 

 

In March of 1951, Friendly House 

LA was born and today celebrates 

60 years of service.  It all started 

with a dream and Bea Jorgensen, 

our  beloved founder.   

 

There are many upcoming events to 

celebrate Friendly House LAôs 60th 

year, so please stay tuned! 
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 Upcoming! 40 Years of Sobriety in May!  

The Friendly House LA 

Grateful Connection  

Peggy Albrecht  

On February 23, 2007, I 

arrived at Friendly House 

extremely ill, spiritually 

vacant, and hopeless. I 

decided that I would give this 

ñrecovery  thingò  30  days, 

and at the end of that time I 

would return to round the 

clock drinking, for I was sure 

that there was no solution for 

anyone who drank the way I  

did.  

Upon entering Friendly 

House LA, I was struck by 

the love and care of the staff. 

They did not judge me, and 

to my surprise, they 

understood the self loathing 

and pain that I was in from 

my  alcoholism. 

 

Peggy and staff saw 

something in me that I did 

not see in myself. I now have 

the privilege and blessing of 

working at Friendly House 

LA, and participating in the 

process of helping wonderful 

women who have become 

victims to alcoholism and 

drug addiction regain their 

self-worth and embrace the 

amazing feeling of living a 

clean and sober life. 

 

                  ~Monica Schneider 

Main House, Normandie  

Peggy Albrecht, executive director 

of Friendly House LA for 27 years, 

is a success story. Through 

tenacity, hard work and sobriety, 

she has devoted her life to the 

service of  Friendly House LA. 

 

Peggy, why do you stay sober? 

 

ñWhen I found a Twelve Step 

program that worked for me, I found 

a fellowship that was comfortable, 

and my life has continued to get 
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Monica Schneider  

Upcoming 22nd Annual Luncheon Celebrating  

60 years! Oct 29, 2011 at the Beverly Hilton  

www.friendlyhousela.org 

in Burbank. Entertainment for the 

evening will 

be Grammy-

winning  

superstar  

Sheryl  

C r o w.  

It will be an 

inc red i b le 

e v e n t . 

Please visit 

our website  for further information 

on this  event.  

 

We will be announcing two exciting 

music events coming this summer. 

Thoughts from the 

Editor  

 

 It is my honor and 

pleasure to be part of 

launching the first 

Friendly House LA 

newsletter. 

In 2009, Peggy Albrecht, who I love 

and adore, took me in when I had 

nothing. I just wanted to quit drinking. 

What I got from Friendly House LA 

was dignity, hope, faith, love  and 

compassion for myself and those 

suffering from this disease.     ~Cari B.  

Cari b.  



The Friendly House LA ñExcellence 

in Serviceò award recognizes women who have 

delivered significant civic and charitable ser-

vice to the community. The 21st Annual 

Awards Luncheon ñExcellence In Service 

Awardò went to Kathleen Silver. Kathleen has 

been an enduring and supportive force to both 

men and women in the recovery community for 

many years.  Kathleen is also a member of the 

Board of Directors of Friendly House LA. 

 

Kathleen has over seventeen years of experi-

ence in the acquisition, disposition, and leasing 

of office and retail properties for institutional, 

corporate, and individual clients; Kathleen is 

recognized as one of the premier real estate 

advisors to seller's and investors in West Los 

Angeles.  

We appreciate Kathleenôs dedicated service and 

active participation as a member of the Board 

of Directors at Friendly House LA. 

Kathleen Silver ñExcellence in Serviceò  

21st annual Awards Luncheon, Wallis Annenberg  

The prestigious 

Friendly House LA 

ñWoman of the 

Yearò award 

r e c o g n i z e s 

r e m a r k a b l e , 

enterprising, and 

inspiring women 

who have made 

significant civic 

and charitable contributions to the 

community.  

 

The 21st Annual Awards Luncheon 

ñWoman of the Yearò award was accepted 

by Marianne Williamson, an internationally 

acclaimed spiritual teacher and bestselling 

author. Six of her ten published books have 

been New York Times Best Sellers. Four of 

these have been #1 New York Times 

bestsellers. A Return to Love is considered a 

must-read within the new spirituality 

movement.  

 

We appreciate Marianneôs new friendship 

and interest in Friendly House LA and look 

forward to working with her in the future. 

 

 

Wallis Annenberg is the Chairman of the Board, Presi-

dent and CEO of the Annenberg Foundation. Wallis gra-

ciously presented our "Excellence in Service" award to 

Kathleen Silver at our 21st Annual Awards Luncheon on 

October 9th. 

 

Words cannot express the countless lives and families 

saved due to the generous support of Wallis Annenberg 

and the Annenberg Foundation. Thank you from Friendly 

House LA.  

 

Marianne 

Williamson: 

ñWoman of the 

Yearò 
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Kathleen Silver, Peggy Albrecht, 

Marianne Williamson  

Wallis Annenberg and  

Kathleen Silver  

Pat O'Brien Master Of Ceremonies at                      

21st Annual Awards Luncheon  

 

Pat O'Brien was a gracious and masterful MC at our 21st     

Annual Awards Luncheon on October 9th. The four-time 

Emmy winner hosted the early days of Access Hollywood 

and The Insider, positioning the newsman as one of the 

pivotal forces in the reporting of pop culture.  

 

Friendly House LA appreciates Patôs professionalism and 

participation in helping our luncheon to be a huge success! 

 

 
Pat OôBrien 

  

22nd Annual Awards Luncheon Celebrating 60 years! Oct 29, 2011at the Beverly Hilton  

" Our deepest fear is not that we 

are inadequate. Our deepest 

fear is that we are powerful 

beyond measure.. ."   

 

Marianne Williamson, A Return 

to Love   

Marianne Williamson  



Wish List for Friendly House LA  

The Women Come First  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I had been going to a Twelve Step program 

for about 7 months, and in that time I had 

heard about Friendly House LA. On 

numerous occasions, I had heard what an 

amazing place that it was and how it had 

helped so many women in the last 60 

years. I made a promise to myself that if I 

could not get sober or stay sober, Friendly 

House LA was the place I would go. 

 

In August of 2010, I showed up at a 

meeting with tears in my eyes, just to beg 

Peggy Albrecht to allow me to come to 

Friendly House LA, and she said, 

ñSweetheart, come tomorrow morning at 

9am; we have a bed for you.ò  

 

It has been the most amazing experience of 

my life. The words that come to mind are 

restoration and transformation.  This is not 

just a job for me; it is an honor and a 

privilege to see the hardest cases transform 

into beautiful women. This is where my 

heart is.  

 

Thank you Friendly House LA! 

 

~ Monique St. Pierre 

Part of Friendly House LAôs program of recov-

ery is to provide the women with the tools to 

live a healthy sober life, including getting back 

into the workforce.  

 

Some of the women come to the house with 

nothing and a common trend is that they do not 

have the clothing and accessories needed for 

interviews,  school, or volunteer work. 

 

The residents are in need of career apparel 

including: 

  

Shoes  

Accessories 

Jackets 

Slacks and blouses 

Coats 

The women also 

have a need to learn 

how to write re-

sumes and cover 

letters and if you 

could provide these 

services or know an 

angel who could 

volunteer, please 

contact:  

 

 

 

Lyndy Flemming  

Program Director Normandie  

213-389-9964 

 

In addition, currently both houses are in  need 

of the following items, gently used or new: 

 

Stand-up freezer 

Kitchen appliances 

Dining room chairs 

Bedside tables 

Dressers 

Vacuum cleaners 

Outdoor Patio furniture 

 

We ask that the following items be new:  

 

Sheets, twin-size bed 

Comforters, twin-size bed 

Pillows, standard size 

Bathroom rugs 

Kitchen towels & potholders 

 

 

If you could provide these items or know an 

angel who could provide them, please contact: 

 

Lyndy Flemming  

Program Director Normandie  

213-389-9964 

Former Resident 

becomes Normandie 

Weekend Staff 

Manager  
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Monique St. Pierre  

Lyndy Flemming  

22nd Annual Awards Luncheon Celebrating 60 years! Oct 29, 2011at the Beverly Hilton  

"Friendly House taught me how to believe in myself . . and my life has 

never been the same. Thank you Friendly House for giving me a 

foundation on which to build my dreams. I am forever a Grateful Heart."  

Main House, Normandie  


