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Sumner  M. Redstone,          

Founder and Executive Chairman 

of Viacom Inc., CBS Corporation, 

and many other  entertainment  

companies such as Paramount 

Pictures and MTV Networks.  

 

Friendly House LA       

welcomes Sumner        

Redstone to our family. 

We are very grateful for 

his generous  donation. 

Thank You!  
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We are very grateful that more than 700 attended the 22nd Annual Luncheon 
held on October 29th 2011. The honorees this year were Russell Brand ñMan 

of the Yearò, Aloma Ichinose ñExcellence in Serviceò, and Karl B.      

McMillen, ñHumanitarian of the Year.ò Some of the guests that attended 
included: Philanthropist Wallis Annenberg, Master of Ceremonies Pat 

OôBrien, host of FOX Sportsô ñLoose Cannonsò, actors Katey Segal of ñSons 

of Anarchyò, Sally Kellerman of ñMASHò, Seth Grabel of ñAmericaôs Got 
Talentò, and Anne Jeffreys of the TV classic ñTopperò and many more. 

Friendly House LA luncheon chairs were Kathleen Silver and Michael 

Hollingsworth.     
 

Upon accepting the distinguished ñMan of the Yearò award, Russell        

poetically expressed that ñthe evident alchemy that they perform, taking 
peopleôs pain and misery and misfortune and being able to create from that 

these wonderful beautiful women,ò referring to the women Friendly House LA has helped. He also eloquently stated in regards to 

Director Peggy Albrecht, ñwho somehow through the force of her charisma, her magnetism, her sheer personality can take dark-

ness, disappointment, sadness, the lingering hollowness that addicts carry within them and turn it into positivity.ò 
 

Additionally, Malik Pointer and Christina Simos opened ceremonies 

by singing ñThatôs What Friends Are For.ò  A video of congratula-
tions from William Shatner followed. Wallis Annenberg presented 

the ñExcellence in Serviceò award to Aloma Ichinose, praising her 

for her commitment to helping those who struggle with addiction. 

The 22nd Annual Luncheon raised more than $200,000. While    

accepting the ñHumanitarianò award Karl B. McMillen, with his two 

grandchildren by his side and expressing his gratitude, surprised the 

audience with his generous donation of $100,000.   

Friendly House LA wishes to thank all those who volunteered, attended and generously donated to the event, it truly was a magi-

cal afternoon. Thank you for being part of helping save womanôs lives. Please continue to support Friendly House LA. Friendly 
House LA has had a distinguished history of honorees including Quincy Jones, Christopher Kennedy Lawford, Carol Burnett, 

Betty Ford, Barbara Sinatra, Anne Douglas, Marianne Williamson and Ginny Mancini. 

Honorees: Karl McMillen, Aloma Ichinose and Russell Brand 

LtoR: Great Grandson of John Paul Getty, August Getty Williams 

(Co-Founder of Johana Harris Shoes), Russell Brand (Actor/writer/

comedian and Friendly House Man of The Year), Zoe Rosenberg 

(Co-Founder of Johana Harris Shoes), David Wood (Friendly 

House Board Member), and Richard Wood (President of The Wood 
Group at Sotheby's International Realty). 

22nd Annual Awards Luncheon October 29, 2011 at the Beverly Hilton Hotel  

LtoR: Paige Geller (Paige Jeans), Barbara Alyn Woods (One Tree 

Hill), Natalie Alyn Lind (ICarly, Wizards of Waverly Place) and 

Emily Alyn Lind (ABC's Revenge, Shirley Temple in Clint 

Eastwood's new film J. Edgar). 

LtoR: Wallis Annenberg (Head of The Annenberg Foundation and 

longtime Friendly House LA Supporter) and Aloma Ichinose (2011 

ñExcellence in Serviceò award recipient and Doyenne for The 

Annenberg Space for Photography) 

Ethlie Ann Vare (Journalist and 

Screenwriter, shows including 

CSI) and Reef Karim (Founder 

and Director: The Control Center, 

television host, addiction expert) 

World renowned Defense 

Attorney Robert Shapiro and 

his wife Lanelle 

Katey Sagal (Actress and 

Singer: Star of ñSons of 

Anarchyò and ñMarried With 

Childrenò) 

Mary Murphy (Entertainment 

Tonight correspondent, 

Internationally acclaimed 

journalist, reporter and author) 

www.friendlyhousela.org  

Karl B. McMillen Presents Donation to Board President Bill Cunningham  

Jess Walton (Star of ñThe 

Young And The Restlessò) 

Anne Jeffreys (Movie and 

Television Actress know for 

her roles in Topper and General 

Hospital and much more.) 

ñIt is our mission to continue to provide an environment in which women can  recover 

from the devastation  of drug and alcohol addiction and  restore their dignityò 
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Sierra Tucson Honors Peggy Albrecht Executive Director 

Friendly House LA  

McIntyre House Honors Peggy Albrecht Executive Director 

Friendly House LA  

On May 15, at Roxbury Park auditorium in 

Beverly Hills, over 400 people attended 

Peggy Albrechtôs 40th sober anniversary. 

Peggy has devoted her life to being of service 

to others trying to recover from the disease of 

alcoholism and drug addiction. The afternoon 

was filled with food, music, and, of course, 

fellowship and celebration. 

On May 21, the McIntyre House hosted its 

annual fundraiser ñThe Spring of Hopeò at 

The Lot in West Hollywood. Peggy 

Albrecht received the organizationôs 

ñCommunity Service Awardò for her     

inspiration to recovering alcoholics       

everywhere and for her dedication to the 

residents of Friendly House LA.,  

On June 8, Sierra Tucson hosted its annual 

ñGratitude for Givingò breakfast at the Four        

Seasons Hotel in Beverly Hills. The breakfast 

brings the recovery and mental health community 

together to network and recognize professionals in 

the Southern California area for their service to    

the community. Peggy Albrecht received the 

ñHumilityò award which recognizes an individual 

who has served as an outstanding advocate for the 

underprivileged and disadvantaged. 

Dr. Ed Kohler Presenting 

to Peggy Albrecht  

Anita Rodgers, Gerrie Patrick, 

Peggy Albrecht  

Peggy Albrecht  and Honorees  

Carrie white 

and peggy 

albrecht  

Peggy Albrecht                         

40th Sober Anniversary  

2011 Holiday House Warming  

Recovery  Activist Richie Annenberg, Moon 

Walker Buzz Aldrin, and Assistant  

Executive Director Monica Schneider  

Academy Award 

Nominee  

Sally  Kellerman  

Board Member  

Kathleen Silver &  

Daughter Megan Wilson  

Fun was had by all at the 2011 Holiday celebration at the Normandie House. More 

than 300 people came out to support the women of Friendly House including MASHôs 

Sally Kellerman, Moon Walker Buzz Aldrin, singer Christina Simos, Christina       

Sullivan CEO Christina Cosmetics, and 100s more who had a blast for the day.   

C E L E B R A T I N G  
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WILLIAM SHATNERôS 21st ANNUAL HOLLYWOOD        

CHARITY HORSE SHOW  

Keeping the faith! Friendly House 

LA has endured for 60 years. Itôs no 

secret that the indispensable service 

of Peggy Albrecht has been the   

guiding force behind this endeavor. 

She has a never-ending list of talents 

and tricks up her sleeve that enable 

her to deal with the wild world of 

personal recovery. She has attracted a 

very dedicated Board of Directors 

that lends its energy and service    

toward supporting the Friendly 

House LA mission. People like  

Geoffrey & Kathleen Silver,          

Dr .  Mark Honzel ,  M ichae l 

Hollingsworth, David Wood, and 

Marcia Harrow form the backbone of 

our Board, and we owe our gratitude 

and thanks to them. We also         

welcome all of our new board    

members, Leslie Reynolds-Rottman, 

Candace Block, Morgan Mallory, 

Sydney Holland, and welcome back 

to Maria Losch. 

 

Monica Schneider is quickly learning 

the ropes as Peggyôs new prot®g®, 

and we hope the magic of Friendly 

House LA uplifts and inspires her to 

carry on the cause. Charity is the fuel 

without which we could not go on 

and a high-flying thanks to William 

Shatner and Karl McMillen for being 

our devoted donors. Wallis, you have 

been a godsend to Friendly House 

LA.  Last but not least are the legions 

of former board members, honorees, 

and Grateful Hearts who work     

diligently behind the scenes to ensure 

our continued success. Thank you all 

for loving Friendly House LA. 

 

Bill Cunningham, 

President 

A MESSAGE FROM BILL 

CUNNINGHAM, PRESIDENT OF 

FRIENDLY HOUSE LA, BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS  

On April 30, at the Los 

Angeles Equestrian Center 

in Burbank, William    

Shatner hosted his 21st 

Annual Hollywood Charity 

Horse Show. For the past 

20 years William Shatner 

has spearheaded the event             

 

 

 

 

 

 

to raise money for a variety of worthy    

charities. Some of the charities that were 

celebrated that evening were AHEAD 

WITH HORSES Inc., 

Camp Max Straus,    

Childrenôs Hospital Los 

Angeles, The Hollenbeck 

Police Activities League 

( P A L ) ,  S t a r l i g h t        

Childrenôs Foundation 

and St. Jude Childrenôs 

Research Hospital. It was 

a wonderful evening with 

special entertainment by Grammy-winning  

star Sheryl Crow. We were honored to    

attend and support William Shatner who is a 

great friend of Friendly House LA and who 

donated the Nerine Shatner Friendly  House. 

Thank you to Andy     

Cunningham for leading 

the exterior remodel of our 

Shatner Friendly House 

LA.  A special thanks to 

Dale, the program director, 

for helping Andy with all 

the coordination. 

Our residents there get the 

gift of recovery that Friendly House LA pro-

vides and enjoy a beautiful setting. 

Castle Heights Friendly House LA 

Renovation  

Young participant of AHEAD WITH HORSES INC.      

a non profit program for handicapped children  

We wish to thank Megan Wilson and 

her colleagues at Novo Nordisk for 

their visit and most generous donation 

of groceries, books and clothing to the 

residents of Friendly House LA.    

A NOTE FROM OUR CASTLE HEIGHTS NEW PROGRAM 

DIRECTOR, DALE TORREY  

I am very fortunate that my path in life led 

me to meet Peggy Albrecht. That in turn led 

to my working at Friendly House LA where 

I started as weeknight staff member in 

March 2007. I have worked the weekend 

shift there as well and am now proud to say 

I am the Program Director at the Nerine 

Shatner Friendly House. 

My job at Friendly House LA is extremely 

rewarding; I get to see the light come back 

into the eyes of the women who walk 

through the doors broken and scared. I get 

to watch these women blossom into women 

of dignity and then become examples of 

sobriety to the new women in the house, to 

their families, and to the community. I am 

very grateful to be a part of the Friendly 

House LA family. 

Dale Torrey,  

Program Director  

Andy Cunningham  

Co-Creator and Editor: Cari Bagdonas 

Photography provided by:  

Cari Bagdonas Photography ©  

Caribagdonasphotography@gmail.com 

 And Jonathan Farrer 

www.FarrerPhotography.com 

Special Thank You To Megan 

Wilson For Her               

Generous Donation  

William Shatner  

Sheryl Crow  

http://www.farrerphotography.com


Toledo  

Diamond  

of   

The  Toledo Show  

Sick, insane, and outrageously     

entitled.  That pretty well sums up 

the creature that stomped through 

the doors of Friendly House on 

January 31, 2011.  Though I had 

barely drawn a sober breath in five 

years.  Cocaine, alcohol, and pills 

had been my constant companion 

and all-consuming career; and 

though I was barely twenty-five, I 

had already destroyed a marriage, 

my relationship with my family, 

and friendships too numerous to 

count.  With that, youôd think I would have been grateful to be 

welcomed anywhere.  You would be wrong. "Bunk beds!  Are 

you kidding me?" That was my first thought before I burst into 

tears, not crying about my  hopelessness or the wreck that was 

my life.  Crying because Iôd been reduced to sleeping in a bunk 

bed.   Sobbing, I heard Dale, the Program Director at Castle 

Heights, say something I would hear repeatedly, "You have five 

more minutes to cry and then you have to come down-

stairs."  That was my first lesson:  Never take yourself too     

seriously.  

Just a few of the many lessons I learned: 

1) Follow direction- it doesn't have to make sense (In my alco-

holic mind, few things do). 

2) The quickest way out of self-pity is gratitude. 

3) You cannot think your way into right acting.  You must act 

your way into right thinking. 

4) You build self-esteem by doing estimable acts. 

If Peggy had told me a year ago that I'd become the kind of    

person that would join the Friendly House staff, I would have 

questioned her sobriety.  Yet here I am one year later,          

transformed.  Miracles happen everyday at Friendly House.  As 

staff, I look forward to witnessing those miracles in other women 

ñwho stomp through the front door of Friendly Houseò onto a 

path which can transform their lives. 

The Roxy  

Rocked for friendly house la  
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Friendly House LA 60th Anniversary Roxy Show  

  

The Pointer Sisters, Malik Pointerôs MacDracula, Michael Des 

Barres, Christina Simos, The Toledo Show and others       

headlined an all-star evening to celebrate Friendly House LAôs 

60th Anniversary on June 27, at The Roxy in  Hollywood. 

The sold out event was a great time for all with amazing sur-

prise guest appearances and a live auction of The Pointer Sis-

terôs stage outfits which were donated to Friendly House LA. 

Michael Des Barres  

The Pointer Sisters  

Tommy  

Davidson  

Malik Pointer  

A Residents Story  

Mary M.  



Grateful Hearts 3rd Annual Comedy FUN -raiser  
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Aaron Ross  

Keith Perisot, Dr. Ed     

Kohler, Milton Maristela  

Board Members Dr. Mark Honzel &  

Marcia Harrow Having Fun at the 

Comedy Fundraiser  

Michael Patrick 

Coughlin  

Comedy All Stars of The Evening  

Cake Auction  

Friendly House LA joined efforts with 

McIntyre House to put on the 3rd    An-

nual Comedy FUN-raiser event on Au-

gust 20, at the West Hollywood Park 

Auditorium. 

The high energy evening of comedy and 

music included a silent auction, desserts, 

raffle, and live cake auction. The eve-

ning was a great success for both non-

profit organizations. 

Betty Salkind, Ant,  

Christina Simos and Jason Dudey  

Assistant Executive Director 

Monica Schneider and  

Board Member  

Michael Hollingsworth  

Ant  Adam  Barnhardt  

Debbie Kasper  Betty Salkind  


